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juggling of accounts that so often results in scandal and exposure and so 
seldom brings the jugglers themselves to justice. 

Mr. Richberg has done for his subject — the evil of the financial manipula- 
tion of corporate affairs — what Mr. Sinclair did for the packing trusts in 
his book, "The Jungle." There is, however, one great distinction between 
them. Whereas "The Jungle" was distinctly of that type of literature known 
as "muckraking," "The Shadow Men" contains nothing of this sort. If the 
author has any one corporation in mind, it has been carefully concealed. He 
deals with a general situation, and in so doing has, we think, fallen into an 
error common to this type of book. He is over-pessimistic. The reader is 
imbued with the idea that no large corporation is honest ; that "rebating" 
and "watering" is universal ; that all successful business men are malefactors 
of great wealth; and worst of all, that the law, or rather its administration, 
is too corrupt and rotten to afford relief. Even the law books share in his 
bitterness : "They pretend to be heirs to the wisdom of the ages and yet are 
untouched by the supreme wisdom of humor. Thousands of dull, dull pages 
are devoted to the things men do with hardly a line discussing why they do 
them." Of humanity in general he says that few indeed "are fitted to leave 
even a noticeable grease spot on the page of time. The main function of 
humanity appears rather to be to provide the pulp from which the pages are 
rolled." A long continuance in this gloomy strain is tiresome and depressing. 

From a literary standpoint, "The Shadow Men," while not a master- 
piece, is distinctly a success. On the whole the book is thoroughly enjoyable, 
and lawyers (and, as has been said, other less fortunate members of society), 
may well spend a few pleasant hours in its reading. 

C. H. S., Jr. 



Law for the American Farmer. By John B. Green of the New York 
Bar. New York: The MacMillan Company. 1911. 

This is one of the Rural Science Series, edited by Prof. L. H. Bailey. 
The author was confronted with the task of preparing a treatise that 
would be comprehensive enough to cover the legal questions that ordi- 
narily arise in the life of the farmer, and yet not be so exhaustive as to 
include subjects, which, while they occasionally concern the farmer along 
with others, are not so peculiarly connected with farm life as to warrant 
their being included under the title of the book. For the most part, a 
wise selection of subjects has been made. The law on many of the topics 
discussed, such as contracts, sales, insurance and carriers, is in most 
instances, the same for one not engaged in agricultural pursuits as it is for 
the farmer, but the author is probably warranted in including them, as 
they deal with situations constantly arising in farm life where some kind 
of legal knowledge upon them will allow the farmer to recognize his rights 
and duties /should a controversy arise. 

As the title indicates, only American cases are cited, the status of the 
farmer and the land laws of England being materially different from both 
in the United States. The volume will be useful to the lawyer in providing 
a handy finger-post to many cases deciding legal principles which he knows 
exist but the authority for which is not always readily at hand. The 
indexing is especially well done, this part of the work covering some 
sixty-nine pages. 

W. J. C. 



A History of the American Bar. By Charles Warren. Little, Brown & 
Company, Boston. 191 1. 

"If I were asked," said De Toqueville, writing in 1835, "where I place 
the American aristocracy, I should reply without hesitation, that it is not 



